
Calls for Papers / Appels h con tribu tion 

International Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts (Children's 
Division) 

The 25th International Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida, 24-28 March 2004. Papers on all aspects of the fantastic are welcomed. Tlus 
year's tl~eine is "The h~ternational Fantastic," and details can be found at our website 
ihttp: / / www.iafa.org>. 

The ICFAl-tas a tlwivu~g cl~ildren's science-fiction and fantasy division. We par- 
ticularly welcome papers in tlus area and hope also that the division will be able to 
contribute to the overall theme of the international fantastic. Papers on children's 
fantasy and science-fiction written o~ttside the Anglo-American world are espe- 
cially solicited this year. 

Please send queries to Dr. Farall Mendelsolu~, Division Head, at the following 
e-mail address: farah3@mdx.ac.ult. 

Children's Literature and the Litera~y 

Session at the Modern Language Association's aiu~ual meeting in Philadelphia, 
Pe~u~sylvania, 27-30 December 2004. Sponsored by t l ~ e  MLA Children's Literature 
Division. 

111 recent years, cl~ildren's literahire shtdies has increasingly explored children's 
material and popular culhire, embraced critical models from culhtral shtdies, and 
expanded its concerns to include interdisciplinary childhood or children's shtdies 
models. 111 light of the changes in children's literahtre studies and literary shtdies 
in general, this panel seelts to explore the role of literariness 111 children's literahtre. 
Is literariness still a meaningf~tl concept? How do we define the literary in our 
discussions of cl~ildren's texts? How does the history of children's literahtre shtd- 
ies, such as the struggle to get English deparhnents to recognize cl~ildren's litera- 
htre as "Literahtre" rather "s~tb-literahwe," continue to infonn our critical theory 
and practice? What do "literaryr' criteria have to offer children's cultural studies, 
and what does children's culhiral shtdies have to offer cluldren's literahwe? 

Papers are invited that explore these questioi~s or related ones. Both discus- 
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status and discussion of specific texts are encouraged. 



Please send detailed abstracts to Richard Flyiui, Departinent of Literahwe aiid 
Philosophy, Georgia Soutl-tern University, Statesboro, GA 30458-5023; e-mail: 
rflyirn@gasou.edu. Deadline: 1 March 2004. Panelists IIILIS~ be menibers of the MLA 
by 1 April 2004. 

Reading Children 

The English deparhnent of Jadavpur University k~ IColkata will host an interna- 
tional conference fro111 11 to 13 Deceinber 2003 to consider the entire range of texts 
writteii for children as well as the presentation of children in other texts. Given that 
the venue is a department of English in India with interests in book history, areas of 
special focus will include encounters between European and Indian children's texts 
(circulation, reception, interaction, adaptation, translation); the presentation of 
Europe in Indim and India iii European texts for children; production (includiiig 
such inatters as design and illustration), publisl~ing, and circulation of cl~ildren's 
texts. Special sessions will be devoted to these issues. 

Otl~er areas covered will include (but need not be restricted to) scl~ool texts and 
other educational writings; imaginative literahue for cl~ildren; writings by chil- 
dren; cl~ildren's periodicals; t l ~ e  presentation of childreii in "adult" literature; clul- 
dren's reading l~abits and demands. T11e focus will not be on the analysis of texts 
per se b ~ t  011 the role of suc11 texts in social formations and transactions. The con- 
ference will explore the ways in wluch texts shape the concepts of "cluldhood" and 
"the cluld." 

Intending participants are invited to submit synopses (not exceeding one A4 
page) of their papers by 15 August 2003. Papers should be of a duration of 30 to 45 
n i i i ~ ~ ~ t e s .  The fill1 paper need not be st~binitted in advai~ce. 

p a1 . '  hclpai~ts . i n ~ ~ s t  arrange and f i~nd their own travel to ICollcata. (Limited funds 
may be available for travel within India.) Jadavpur Uiuversity will provide local 
hospitality. Intending participants are req~~ested to let the organizers l u ~ o w  whether 
they req~~i re  the uiuversity to malce arrangelnents for their stay. 

All enq~~iries and correspondence to 
Professor Sulcanta Chaudl~~~ri ,  Conference Direclor 
Department of English, Jadavpur University 
ICollcata 700 032, India 
Fax: (-191-33) 2413-7903 
Elnail: prantilc1@vsnl.com 
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