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These tlvee v o l ~ u ~ ~ e s  are part of Crabtree's Lxids, Peoples, and Culture series, wluch 
includes volun~es on 25 courttries to date. The most striking point about these vol- 
urnes on Palcistai~ is the prof~~sion of p l ~ o t o ~ p l ~ s ,  wluch indicate a feel for t l~e  
many paradoxes of tlus co~u~try: the ancient landscape dotted witll modern cities, 
traditional cost-Lunes m d  c~dhlre jostling side by side with the realities of meclia- 
~ u z e d  existence, one part of tlus fairly small country sufferuig asu~ual floods wlde 
another part remauls a desert. 

T11e script is sisnple and sh-aiglltforward, witll descriptions and au~otations 
where necessary Let me give just a few examples of how tlie script helps readers 
~u~derstand a11 ~udamniliar culhlre. ISI Pnliistnlz: Tlze L n d ,  tlie chapter on transporta- 
tion incl~ldes tlwee photographs: one of tlvee-wl~eelers, one of a railway engine, 
and one of a colourfi~l collage tl~at is stri lh~g but inaltes no sense at first and ap- 
pears to be a huge mural. T11e captioil explains tlmt it is quite COIIUIIOII for buses to 
be decorated and tliat bus om-ters believe a decorated bus will attract inore passen- 
gers, ~ I I  part because passengers tl~11t that a driver who taltes care of lus bus will be 
a carefcd driver. I choose tlus example because one of the really toucl~ing scenes I 
rememnber of Dell~i is tlie early morning scene when drivers of long-distance lorries 
decorate the nose of tl~eir vehicles wit l~  the sane  affection farmers s l~ow for their 
oxen - both are, after all, their meals of mal&g a living. 

IS1 the overall project of educating y o u ~ g  people about tlie co~u~tries from which 
i~nmigrants have arrived UI Canada: the volume on culture is tlle most pertinent 
and interesting. For instailce, the vol~une offers basic isdormation about Islam and 
its rites and rituals: tliat a Muslim should pray five times a day facing Mecca, and 
&at the dates of tlle mo11tl1 of Ramadan, wluch is observed by fasting without food 
or water from s~u~r i se  to s~uiset, clias~ges from year to year because the Islamic 
calendar follows the l~mar cycle. The book also explains tliat Islamic visual art does 
not delineate liu~nasi or animal figures because creation is Allall's alone, and so 
geometric patterns dominate on tiles, ceramics, mosaics, and so on. The last two 
pages round off tlus glimpse of Pakistan wit11 two folktales. Overall, tlus vol~une 
has mucl~ useful idonnation to offer the context of Canadian inulticulh~ralisil~. 
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