
National Library of Canada - 
Children's Literature Service 

H i s t o v ~ ~  and Pzu pose 
The possibility of employing a consultant a t  the National Library to advise on 
children's boolrs was first proposed in 1969 by Elinor Kelly, Chairperson of 
the Canadian Association of Children's Librarians. In the following years, the 
Canadian Library Association and the former Association canadienne des 
bibliothecaires de langue f ran~aise  (presently the Association pour l'avance- 
ment des sciences e t  des techniques de la documentation) assembled a brief 
that was presented to the Secretary of State. They advocated that the posi- 
tion of Children's Literature Librarian/Consultant be established a t  the Na- 
tional Library to provide professional services to librarians, publishers, govern- 
ment officials and agencies, specialists and the general public using the resources 
of the National Library. In 1975, the National Library established the recom- 
mended positioil of Children's Literature LibrarianIConsultant and in 1979, 
the service was renamed the Children's Literature ServicelService de litteratwe 
de jeunesse in order to reflect the growth and extension of its services. The 
service performs a number of f~~nct ions  all relating to children's literature and 
cl~ildren's libraries, and these may be characterized as resource building, ad- 
visory, bibliographic and reference and promotion. 

a Resozwce Building 
Since 1953, current Canadian publications have been received under the legal 
deposit regulations. The Library also endeavo~rs to acquire older and rare Calla- 
diana since its aim is to develop as compreheilsive a collection a s  possible. 
Guidelines for augmeilting the Library's holdings of children's literature, that  
is, 1 to 16 years of age, were formulated in 1975 in keeping with the overall 
guidelines as established by the Collections Developmeilt Branch. They are: 
Canadian children's materials, in English, French and other languages, which 
include boolis published in Canada, booli-s written or illustrated by Canadians, 
whether published in Canada or abroad, and boolis dealing with Canada that  
are published abroad. The Children's Literature Service is also building an  ex- 
tensive collection of professional children's literature which also includes 
material on young adult literature, as well as a representative collection of non- 
Canadian award-winning children's books so that patrons a t  the Library can 
have the opportunity to document their research as f ~ ~ l l y  as possible and also 
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be aware of iilajor contributioas, elsewhere, to the field of children's literature. 
Since i t  is a comprehensive collection of retrospective and current materials 

in English, French, and other languages, the National Library collection con- 
stitutes a major source of information for researchers. The collection is primarily 
a research collection althougl~ lsoolts are lent, on request, through the in- 
termediary of a local library. 

I t  was apparent from the time of the inception of the children's service that 
the establishlnent of a separate children's collection, a s  opposed to the prac- 
tice of integrating the children's books in the general collections, would be very 
useful. I t  would provide easy access to the children's boolts and ensure effi- 
ciency in the control of the reference and bibliographic services. I t  would also 
provide the ineans with which to compile a retrospective bibliography of Cana- 
dian children's boolts. In 1978, worlt began 011 the transfer of the children's 
boolts from the stacks to a room fitted with shelving units to accommodate 
the collection. Barring unforeseen circumstances, the retrieval process should 
be completed within the next two years if worlt can continue to proceed on 
a regular basis. To date, the collection comprises 14,500 boolts, including 
duplicate copies. I t  will not be possible to malce an accurate assessment of how 
inany children's boolt titles in English, French, and other languages there are 
in the collection until it is all assembled. 

Se7.vices (Advisory, Reference and B i b l i o g ~ a p l ~ i c )  
The reference and bibliographic services are offered in both official languages. 
Some of the requests pertaining to libraries are answered in consultation with 
the National Library's Library Documentation Centre. They come from across, 
as well as outside Canada, and include inquiries on topics such as the planning 
of children's activities in public libraries, storytelling techniques, multilingual 
programming in Canadian children's libraries, and recommended aids for boolt 
selection for a school library. 

The requests on children's literature come from a variety of sources: librarians 
and teachers, authors and illustrators, publishers and booltsellers, governlnent 
and non-government agencies, children's literature specialists, children's book 
centres, universities and the general public. They cover a wide spectr~un of 
information on subjects such as the National Library's children's boolt collec- 
tion, all aspects of Canadian children's literature, professional children's 
literat~u-e and children's boolt awards. Consultative services often involve assess- 
ment of manuscripts or evaluation of boolts. 

To provide the maximum assistance to researchers, review journals, assorted 
files on subjects relating to children's and young people's literature and libraries 
and boolts on professional children's and young people's literature are available 
for consultation purposes in the office area of the Children's Literature Ser- 
vice. Although most of the bibliographic requests are for the booklists that the 
Children's Literature Service compiles, it also receives special queries on themes 
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or genres in cl~ildren's literature, for example, historical fiction, Indian and 
Inuit folktales, community life, non-sexism, and French boolts a s  a second 
language. 

Through the service's own publications, the National Library plays a role 
in providing bibliographical access to Canadian children's literattre. Boolilists, 
especially annotated booltlists, can furnish an excellent opportunity to promote 
a country's literature and encourage its wider distribution. The service has eight 
children's boolts still in print.' 

P?.o?notion 
Information a b o ~ ~ t  the collection and the services offered by the Children's 
Literature Service is communicated through an outreach prograinme that  in- 
cludes visiting libraries, participating in conferences and meetings in Canada 
and abroad, arranging exhibitions of Canadian children's boolts a t  the National 
Library, preparing catalogues or descriptive pamphlets to accompany the ex- 
hibits and arranging for Canadian participation in international displays of 
children's books. International contacts with different agencies such as  the 111- 
ternational Board on Boolts for Young People and IFLA's Round Table of 
Librarians Representing Documentation Centres Serving Research in 
Children's Literature are maintained. The growing demand for Canadian 
materials, in one form or another, emphasizes the fact that  services and 
bibliographies are greatly required. 

NOTES 

'Atzimal iool~bd in Caiaadia?z books.foi- c1~ildl.eia and yotiizg peoplelle naoiade aizinzal d a m  
les livves de jeuizesse caizadie?zs. 1983 
Mystety a i d  adveaku~e ,ill Canadiaiz books fo?. claild~~e~z aizd young peoplelRo?~zans po1iciei.s 
et 1vistoi1.e~ d'ave7ztu~es caiaadiens porctS la, Jez~izesse. 1983 
Notable Caizu,d,iav. clvild~eiz's books - 1980 stcpple~netrtlU?z clloix de l~iures caizadie?zs p o w  
la jeziizesse - szipp1i?)~eizt 1980 1982. 
Notable Canad%aiz childre~z's books - 1981 szipplementlU~z choix de l i v ~ e s  caizadieizs pozii- 
la jetriiese - stipplinae?zt 1981. 1984 
Notable Cuii,adias~ clvild?.ei~'s boolcs - 1982 s~ipplemeiatlUiz c1~o.i~ de livt,es ca?za&ie?~s poet?. 

la  jezutzesse - sr~ppl ime?~t  1982. 1984 
Pic t z i~es  to s l ~ a ~ e :  illiist?~at.ioia in Ca.?zadia,n clzild~elr's boo1cslIn1,ages pozcr tous: i1lzisti.a- 
t i o i ~  de 1,i.ut.e~ caizadiens p o z ~ ~  enfa71,ts. 1979 
Solc?.ces of F?-eiich Cmiaadian children's aizd yotiizg people's bookslSous~~ces d'i?;fo?*i)zatioiz 
s z c ~  les bi,ui.es de jetmesse caizadienslpan,crr:is. 1984 
S p o ~ t s  a,nd games ,in Caiza&ia.iz clvildvea's books1Livi.e~ ca?~adieizs sevi les s p o ~ t s  et les 
jeua poew la ,jeti,i~,esse. 1982 

Irene Az~brey i s  C/zieA Cl~ildren's Literature Service, at the National Lib~aary 
qf Canada; speaker and co-author of Sto?.ytellers' rendevous and Sto?*ytelle?*s' 
encore. 
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