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Performing Childhood: 
Children's Literature Association Conference 2005 

Conference Cl~air: Mavis Reiiner 
University of Winnipeg 

Winnipeg, Maiutoba R3B 2E9 
E-mail: m.rein-ter@uwuu~ipeg.ca 
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http:/ / c l~ la .~~wuu~peg .ca  
Conference Dates: June 9-12, 2005 

III JLUI~ 2005, the Cluldren's Literahre Association will meet at the Manitoba Tl~ea- 
tre for YOLUI~ People in Winnipeg, Cwada. The tl~eine for the coiIference is Per- 
forming Clddl~ood. We particularly uvite proposals for papers and panels explor- 
ing the conference theme, altl-tougl~ all scholarly papers 011 texts for young people 
will be given careful consideratioi~. 

The theme, Perforll~u~g Cluldl~ood, invites the exploration of the interrelation- 
sl-kips of performance and cluldren's literah~re, u~cludk~g such topics as 

the ways ~ I I  wlucl~ theories of perforlnativity like the one developed by Juditl~ 
Butler might tllrow light on cluldl~ood and on texts for cluldren. As well as explora- 
tions of &e coi~str~~ctions of gender and sexuality 111 cl~ildren's literature, we en- 
courage considerations of what theories of perforlnativity mnigllt suggest about the 
depictions a-td construction of clulcU700d itself. Does cluldren's literahwe teach its 
readers 11ow to perform childhood? 

representations of performance(s) in cl~ildrell's literah~re, performers 111 clul- 
dren's literahwe, cl~ildren as performers (actors, dancers, musicia~s, etc.), and cld- 
dren as audiences for performances. 

* cl-Lildren's literature in performance. We're interested ~ I I  the ways in wluch 
texts of cldclren's literahre have been performed UI various media, suc11 as thea- 
tre, fihn, TV, storytelling, and audioboolts. III addition, we invite papers focused 011 
ad~dts  and cliildren reading literahre to one another. 

* the relatiol~s among cluldren's culture, consumer culh~re, and performance. 
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the place of dramatic texts as literature for cluldreil. 
Presenters are encouraged to file proposals for papers and panels oilline at the con- 
ference website <llttp:/ /clda.uwjluupeg.ca>. Fornls will by available by July 2004. 
The deadline for filing proposals is November 30,2004. For furtl~er ulfonnation on 
the paper selectioil process, please contact: 

Professor Perry Nodelman 
Chair, Paper Selectioil Coinmittee 
Depashnent of E~~glish 
University of Wuuupeg 
515 Portage Avenue 
Wjluupeg, Manitoba R3B 2E9 
E-mail: perry.i~odelman@~~wuuupeg.ca 
FAX: (204) 774-4134 

Proposals for papers should be approximately two pages in leilgtl~, sho~dd clearly 
indicate the primary texts being considered and the arg~unent being developed or 
the q~~estions being posed, and should deinoilstrate that the paper is suitable for 
presentatioi~ w i t h  a 25-1ni11~1te slot. Proposals for panels sho~dd include a list of 
presenters, proposals for all of the papers to be presented al-td/or a detailed expla- 
nation of tlle format the panel will take. Completed papers based oil accepted pro- 
posals inust be s~lbinitted to tlle Paper Selection Committee by I\/Iay 1,2005. At the 
time of presentation, all presenters inust be meinbers of CllLA. 

Each paper session wiU include a paper reflecting on aid coi~textualizu~g the 
papers 111 the session by an establisl~ed scllolar in tlle field. At the end of coilference 
proceedings each day, these scholars wiU participate in a plenary panel discussioil 
in wluch they consider coiulections and contradictions among coilference papers. 

T11e paper call committee for the coilference consists of editors of cluldren's 
literature journals: Clare Bradford of Papers, Valerie Cogldm of Inis and Booltbird, 
Ricllard Flyul of Cllildrelz's Literntiire Associntiorz Qlinrterly, Roseinary Jolu~ston of 
CREArTA,  Margaret Macltey of Childreil's Literntzire in Edzlcntioil, Jan Susina of Tlze 
Lioiz nizd tlze Llrzicorlz, and Perry Nodelman of CCL, the Canadian Cluldreil's Litera- 
hire journal. 

Toute proposition de coirunui~icatioll en francais et toute proposition de panel 
de discussion devront @tre dPtaill6es et so~unises avant le 30 noveinbre 2004 B : 

Madaine Axle Rusnalt 
Prksideilte du Cornit6 de S6lectioil des Coimnuiucations en fsmcais 
Dkpartement d'ektdes francaises et d't5tudes allemandes 
UiuversitP de Wiruupeg 
515, avenue Portage 
Whuupeg, Manitoba R3B 2E9 
T61Pcopie~w : (204) 774-4134 
Cowrie1 : a.rusilalt@~~wuuupeg.ca 

Les propositions cle coi~u~~~uucations ne devront pas exceder deux pages, devront 
~i-L~iquu claiieii-Lei-LL les iexies de siipports aiiisi qiie l'ai-giimeiLia;ion 
d6veloppee ou les problPinatiques posPes. Ces propositions devront dPmontrer que 
la cornrnuucation equivaudra B une presei~tatioil de vulgt-cinq minutes. 
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ChLA 2005 Panel: Focus on South Africa 

The Lxter~~atiortal Committee of the Children's Literature Associati011 is p l a u ~ x g  a 
special co~mtry focus panel 01-1 Soutl~ Africa, to be presented at tlxe Cluldren's Lit- 
erature Associati011 collference UI Winnipeg, Ca~ada,  June 9-12,2005. Tl1e Commit- 
tee invites papers that focus 011 a ~ y  aspect of Soufl~ Africa1 clddren's literahtre. 
Three or four papers will be selected; the papers slxould not exceed t l~e  twenty- 
mninute reading time. 

Deadline: 30 November 2004. The papel; wit11 a1 accoinpanying cover letter, 
sl~ould be su~bmitted to the Cluldren's Literahlre Association, P.O. Box 138, Battle 
Creelc, MI 49016-0138, USA. Fax: (269) 965-3568. E-mail: ldciessl~~g@childlitassn.org. 
For information about tl1e panel, email: s~tsa~.sta~@c~~ucl~.ed~t. 

Note: The Associati011 will also sponsor one scl~olar from Soutlx Africa to present 
a paper at tlus panel. The wuu~er will receive up to US$1,000 toward documented 
expenses in colu~ection wit11 the conference (to be given during t l ~ e  conference). 
The candidate must be a South African resident or citizen a ~ d  present lus/her pa- 
per in person in English. Anyone eligible for tlus scholarslup slxould contact either 
S u s a ~  Stax or the ChLA adminishator, I<atl~y Itiessling, at tile above e-mail ad- 
dresses for Inore information. 

Call for Papers: Tlze Looking Glass 

Tlze Loolcing Glnss, an online refereed journal f o ~ u ~ d  at http://www.tl1e-looki11g- 
glass.net, G~vites submnissions to all col~unns m d  sections f i r  tlie following special 
issues: Displaced Cluldren (p~~blicatiol~ date: April 2005; deadline for s~tbllussions: 
1 October 2004); Japanese Clddre11's Literahre m d  Culture (p~tblication date: April 
2006; deadline for s~tbmissions: 1 October 2005). 

Tlre Loolciilg Glnss also invites scholarly submissions for t l ~ e  following special 
topics to be lugldighted in Alice's Academy, its scholarly refereed section: Ii~terna- 
tional Cl~ildren's Mysteries (publication date: January 2005; s~~b~niss ion  deadline: 1 
September 2004): Magic Realism i11 Cl~ildren's T.,iterahre (p~~blication date: J ~ I ~ T ~ I -  
ary 2006; submission deadline: 1 September 2005). For more itdormation on these 
calls, please see 11t~://www.tlxe-lool~1g-glass.net/v8i2/mo1utor.l~~1. 

Tlze Loolci~zg Glass is always accepting s~tbmissions to the followi~~g: Alice's Acad- 
emy, the scholarly refereed sectio~;; Tlxe Mentor, the section specifically designed 
for shtdents and professors to work together in creating p~tblisl~able scholarslup 
(submissiol~s must be made by a professor wit11 the student's permission); 
Jabberwocl<y, t l ~ e  c o l ~ u m ~  on cllildren's literature i11 translation; ~ i r r o r s  axd Win- 
dows, the coluilu~ a ~ d  readers' for~un on cluldren's literature p~tblisl~ed in tlxe past 
five years; Curiouser and C~riouser, the colurm~ on follc retellings; My Own Jiven- 
tion, the col~un11 011 teacl~xg cluldren's literature at all education levels; I l l ~ u l ~ ~ a t -  
irtg Texts, the c o l ~ u m ~  of autlior a11d illustrator "~terviews a ~ d  articles; Caucus Race, 
a c o l ~ u m ~  lugl~lighti~~g important cluldren's literature and culk~re websites. S L ~  
missions on cl~ildren's book p ~ t b l i s l ~ ~ g  and teclu~ology a ~ d  cluldren's literahtre 
are also desired. 

Piriise s e r d  aii submissions to eciii-orsthe-iooiiing-giass.net and to 
assistanteditor@the-loolting-glass.net. Submissions to Alice's Academy, 
Jabberwocky, axd Tlxe Mentor m ~ ~ s t  be between 2,500 a ~ d  4,000 words and con- 



forin to current MLA citation stas-tdards. S~~binissions to all other columnns must be 
between 1,000 asxd 3,000 words. The Loolciizg Glnss cam-tot accept sisn~dtasxeous s ~ ~ b -  
missions or previously p~~blisl-ted articles. P~~blisl-ted articles will be posted on tlxe 
jo~v~xal's website for at least tluee inontlxs, after whicl-t time tlxey will be arcluved 
onlisxe. Furtlxer instructions for cos-ttributors are available 011 our website. 

Modern Critical Approaches to Children's Literature 

Tlxe sixtl-t biesuual conference on Modern Critical Approaches to Cluldren's Litera- 
hlre will be held om1 March 31 to April 2,2005, in Nashville. Tlxe l<eysxote speaker for 
tlus conferei-tce is Doruxarae MacCaux, autlxor of Wlzife Sl~preiilncy ill Cliildreil's Lit- 
ernti~re, 1830-1990 (1998) and co-editor of tlxe Children's Literntz~re Associnfiorz Qzrnr- 
f edy  Culhual Pluralisin columux. 

Coslference orgasuzers Ellen Donovan, Martlxa Hixon, and Jemxy Marclxasxt isx- 
vite abstracts of aro~u-td 500 words for 20-~1-tis-tute papers treatisxg scl-tolarly, tlxeo- 
retical, or critical concerns in clddren's literature. Tl-te deadlisxe for proposals is 
September 30,2004. Electroluc submissions and panel proposals are welcome. Send 
tluee copies of y o ~ v  proposal to: 

MCACL Col-tference 
Department of Englisl-t 
Box 70 
Middle Tesuxessee State Ul-tiversity 
M~rfreesboro, TN 37132 
E-mail: edoixovanQmtsu.edu, mluxo~-t@sntsu.ed~~, marclxant@intsu.edu 

Children's Literature: Crossing Over 

Cnr~ndiarz Literntzrm invites subinissions for a special issue entitled "Cl-tildre~l's Lit- 
erahue: Crossing C)~~er,'' f o c ~ ~ i ~ x g  OD tl-te relatiomls L.eh,veen ~.vritisxg for cluldrelx and 
writisxg for otlxer audiences. We are interested isx sucl-t topics as writers for adults 
who cross over to write for clddren; writers who occupy tlxe overlapping terrain of 
Yo~u-tg Adult (YA) fiction as~d adult fiction; trends asxd tlxeoretical concerlxs ux writ- 
ing for adults that make their way into children's literahue; and children's boolcs 
tlxat cross over intertextually uxto adult fiction and poetry. Tlxe deadlisxe for sub- 
missions is A u g ~ ~ s t  1, 2004. Guidelines for contributors and is-tfonnation about Cn- 
rlndinrl Lifernturc can be fo~uxd at l-tttp://www.ca~lit.ca. 

Infantuation: Childhood, Youth, and Nineteenth-Century Culh~re 

Durisxg tlxe sk-teteent1-t cenhvy, you coulds-t't h ~ r n  a comer - or a page - witlxout 
some broom-wielding urchin, be-ribboned cher~~b,  or herd of baby buggies getting 
in your way. I-Iow much of this was due to w ach~al cl-tas-tge isx pop~datioix and how 
iiiiich of it ><as the iesiiit of a shift k~ cii:ti~a: f~ciis? T?ic N;iieiceilil-~-Ceili~t~~ Si~td- 
ies Association invites proposals for papers addressing ways isx wluclx tlxe i k e -  
teentlx cesxh~ry developed, interpreted, or invented isxfasxcy, clxildl-tood, adolescence, 
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a11d youtl~ both as ontological categories and as phases in 11uma11 and national 
development. T11e 26th a u ~ u a l  coldere~~ce of the NCSA will be held in Augusta, 
Georgia (at the lustoric Partridge IIUI) and Aiken, South Carolina between Marc11 
10 and 12, 2005. Augusta's airport has frequent connections to Atlanta. 

The NCSA was f o ~ u ~ d e d  to promote interdisciplinarity. We encourage proposal 
su~bmnitters to consider ways in wluc11 t l~e  attention to cluldl~ood a ~ d  youtll re-shaped 
fields such as medicine, art, nature, music, Literah~re, politics, sexuality, race, eth- 
~ucity, and arclutech~re. 

Possible topics include: toys, clothing, a ~ d  otl~er artifacts; growing pains/evolv- 
U I ~  life; cluldl~ood, race, and etluucity; boyish lnasculinity and politics, imperial- 
ism, and careers; women's "babification" (as Mary Elizabeth Braddon called it); 
concern for cluldren, censorslup, and new p u b l i s l ~ ~ g  criteria; babes in t l~e  woods: 
clddren, nature, and cmimals; youth-centredness and developlnelIts in aestl~etics, 
artistic gelues a ~ d  arclutecture; the place of maternity ~ I I  the suffragette movement; 
fantasy, imagination, and the YOLIII~; the c l ~ w g i ~ ~ g  practice of medicine and tlie 
development of P ~ ~ b l i c  Health initiatives; clddl~ood and emerging disciplines suc11 
as antl~ropology and sexology; clddl~ood as a middle- and upper-class phenom- 
e11011, unfan~iliar to the working classes and poor; t l ~ e  Pre-Raphaelites' clddren 
(where are they?); t l~e  jmnpact of labour needs m d  industrialization on the bo~u~da-  
ries of age categories; youth, crime, crimninality; age, deinograplucs, a ~ d  sci- 
ences of t l ~ e  city and built ei~virolunent; eternal youtl~ and the rise of col~s~unerisrn; 
ageism a ~ ~ d  the role of &e elderly in society and the family; female hpressio~usts 
m d  tlle cult of the baby. 

Proposals should consist of a one-page, single-spaced abstract (12-point font), 
with the title of the paper and author as heading; the paper lnust be able to be 
presented w i t h  20 m u ~ ~ ~ t e s .  Proposals sho~dd be accompa~ued by a one- to two- 
page vita. Send materials to Program Director AIUI Ross. E-mail s~~b~niss ion  to 
au~osspl~d@l~otn~ail.com (or aross@cs~~dl~.edu ) is preferred; for "snail" mail, ad- 
dress to A m  Ross, Dept. of Englisl~, California State University, Doininguez Hills, 
1000 E. Victoria Street, Carson, CA 90747-0005. The deadline for s~~blnissions is 
October 15,2004. 

Furtl~er information about registration and accommodations will be zvailable 
~II the Fall from Local Arrangements Director Suzau~e  Ozment, w11o may be con- 
tacted at s ~ u a u ~ e o @ ~ ~ s c a . e d u  or Office of Acadeinic Affairs, University of South 
Carolina, Aileen, SC 29801. 


