
holding him 

Debornh Sclz1zitzer 

they stood by the side of the transport holding haids 

tlieir fatl~er told tliem 
"stay togetlier 
hold onto each otl~er; 
wliatever happens 
do not let go!" 

when tlie $1 laew sl~e'd forgotten 
she picked up her younger brotlier 's 11a1d. 
they stood 
her cloalc frayed at t l~e  hood 
lus face hm~ed down 
like a bed at night 
if someone was loolci~~g for them 
it was death 

in tlie mud tliat circled their ankles 
and tlie wind that unwrapped tliem 
nobody lifted a finger 

tlie gravel spit by tlie transport stoned tliem 
and tlie rain br~used tliem 
w l ~ e ~ i  tliey fell down she lay like a glove 
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