Mini-Reviews

Wlreiz I Weizt t o the Libraiy: Writers Celebrate Books aizd Readiizg. Ed. Debora
Pearson. Gro~mdwood,2001.128 pp. $18.95 cloth. ISBN 0-88899-423-0. Ages 8-12.
This antl~ologyof stories brings together nine Canadian autl~orsUI one attractive
hardcover volume. Edited by Debora Pearson, wit11 a spirited introduction by
Michele Landsberg, the stories were co~nrnissionedto honour cluldren's libraries
and Librarians. It very much a mixed bag, as is to be expected when a diverse
g r o ~ of
~ ptalented writers takes on the subject of libraries, books, and reading. Some
stories are predictable, such as Carlotta wanting to find out about leukemia UI Budge
Wilson's "Carlotta's Search," or Hemy Higha~nlearning to appreciate libraries in
Jean Little's "Mrs. Grimy Pig, Tiggle Wiggle, and Henry." Others take the theme to
g
bride UI
imaginative new heights: Paul Yee's evocative story of a y o u ~ immigrant
"Fly Away" and the unusual twist on libraries a ~ librarians
d
in Ken Setterington's
"Rose's Wish." The rollicking lead story by Ice11 Roberts, "Dear Mr. Winston," is
e
of the volume; it's a story that begs to be read aloud to m y y o ~ u ~ g
wort11 t l ~ price
audience. Sarah Ellis, Celia Barlcer Lomidge, Marc Talbert, a11d Tim Wylu~e-Jones
also contribute their talents to suggest that children's libraries and librarians are
worth celebrating. Their stories ariworth reading.

Jorlatlzarz E Vaizce is Cnizndn Research Cllnir i n History nt the Uizinel.sity of Westeriz
Oiztario. Aiizolzg lzis publicntiolzs are Deatlz So Noble: Meiizoiy, Mearziizg arzd tlze First
World W a r (LIBC Press, 1997).

nrrizlcs All Aboard: Aiz Elepharzt ABC. Barbara Nichol. Illus. Sir William Cor~~elius
Van Hori~e.T ~ u ~ d r2001.
a , Unpag. $18.99 paper. ISBN 0-88776-536-X.
Tlus delightful book begs to be read aloud. Award-winning author Barbara Nichol
was inspired by letters and drawings sent home from a European trip by Sir William
Cornelius Van Horne to his g r a ~ d s in
o ~Montreal
~
in 1909. Many of the drawings
were of "Grandpa" as an elephant, and Nicl~olhas "put the pictures to work" to
create her Eleplznizt ABC. Each illustration contains not only one of Sir William's
elepha~~ts
but also a copy of the date and origin of the correspondence. The rl~yming couplets below each illustration talce the reader on a rl~ytlmicjourney "Tr~ullcs
All Aboard" througl~the alphabet.
The journey taken, however, is not just a simple linear one through the letters
of the alphabet. Using Sir William's elephants, Nichol brings the world of the early
twentieth cenh~ryinto the world of y o ~ m greaders in the early twenty-first century.
,
Sir William's world was =I elegant one of steamship travel, steamship t r ~ d c stop
hats, and cigars. The very name Cor~~elius
Van Home talces the reader even f ~ u t l ~ e r
back, this time into Canadian lustory of the late nineteenth cenk~ry.It was Sir William
a
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Great-Aunt Norah is superstitious, avoiding cracks in the sidewalk, advocating getting into bed on the right side, and sl~akingclotl~estlu-ee times at night before folding them. Great-niece Nora11 spurns these ideas on t l ~ efirst night of her
visit. The consequences the next day at school provide more hm for the reader and,
after some initial mortification, for Norah too. School-age readers will relate to
Norall's worst nightmare coming true at "Sl~owand Share" and will delight in the
t j is a "smart" book, there are two keen
way s11e handlesil~eproblem. ~ n ~ n r tPnizts
minds in this story, &d, once again, learning and knowledge cross the generation
d is pervasive, two things not typically associbarriers. The sense of energy a ~ fun
ated with the idea of anyone's "Great-Aunt Noral~."

Oiizn's Quilt. Paulette Bo~ugeois.Illus. Stephane Jorisch. Itids Can, 2001. 32 pp.
$15.95 paper. ISBN 1-55074-777-0.
W l ~ ethe
i ~ time comes for an old person to move into a retirement home, the move
and the decision to do so are not easy. What makes Oii~n'sQuilt so special is that it
deals with these issues in a refreshing way. Oma is moving into Forest View Retiret feelings around this move are not the only ones to be explored.
ment Home, b ~ lher
Author and quilter Paulette Bourgeois tells the story tlu-ough the perspective of
Oma's granddaugl~terEmily. Tlxe story is told in the present tense and in it Einily
describes the reactions of grandmother, daugl~ter,and granddaugl~terto tlus big
change in their lives.
All three generations are linked in the text. A subtle example of tlus is the way
all three women are described, at different times, as touching ex11 otl~erwith "pats
on the back of [the]hand." StphaneJorisch's illustrationsexemphfy this link. Oma,
Emily, and Emily's mother are all drawn with similar facial features and their love,
respect, and caring for ex11 other is also made evident in the illustrations. Joriscl~
also uses 1us illustrations to reflect the hopes and anxieties expressed in t l ~ estory.
The most obvious example of tlus is the way Oma's clothing changes to reflect her
moods. When she is in Forest View Retirement Home with what she calls a "bunch
of nincompoops" her clothingis subdued.When she is in her house onMaple Street;
very much like the quilt she will receive
her dress is bright and m~~lti-coloured,
from her daughter and granddaughter.
It is Emily's idea that she and her mother make t l ~ equilt from the fabrics and
re~nnantsof Oma's past. When Oma tells its story and the story of her life that it
reveals, she declares it to be "made of love." Such "love" is well captured in both
the story a11d illustrationsof Oilzn's Qi~ilt.Tlus is a wonderful children's book that is
not only fun to read (small children will relate to Oma's disgust at having to eat
"lima beans two times a week" at Forest View), but also supportive and instructive
for any grandmotl~er,daughter, or granddaugl~tercaught in the retirement home
dilemma. [Editors' izote: Ofnn's Quilt is tlze recipieizt of the 2002 R i ~ t hSclzzunrtz Clzildlpizk Book Azunrd.]

Heatlzer Gnrdiizev lzns n Pl2.D. iiz Eizglislz Literntt~refroiizthe Uizivewity of Tolaizto. Her
thesis dealt zuitlz tlze topic of old nge nizd she preseiitly voluizteers zuitlz rendiizg g r o ~ ~ piizs
retirenzeizt lzoii~es.
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