
The Parts and the Whole and the Great Cosmic Dance 

nze Good Conzpalzion. Joan Skogm. Illus. Stephen McCallum. Orca, 1998. 32 pp. 
$18.95 clotl~. ISBN 1-55143-134-3. Tlze Great Race. David Boucl~ard. Illus. Zl~ong- 
Yang H ~ ~ a n g .  Raincoast, 1997.32 pp. $19.95 clotl~. ISBN 1-55192-090-5. 

It was the illustrations that first suggested a comparison between these apparently 
very different books. Stephen McCallum is a clddren's illustratol; fillrunalter, and 
mimator with an impressive gift for characterization tlwoug11 facial expression and 
body language. Almost like watching television wit11 the S O L U I ~  turned off, one can 
"read" the events and emotions that make up t l~e  story of Tlze Good Coi7ipaiiio1z wit11 
or witl~out f l~e words. And Zl~ong-Ya~g H u a ~ g ,  a well-lu1ow11 Regina artist, has a 
visual style tl~at is expansive, evocative, and bold - but nonetheless full of fine 
and well-observed details. His colourful paintings in Tlze Great Rnce are of a calibre 
seldom seen in books for children. Both these works call to mind the fabled req~~est 
(one that 110 librarian wants to l~ear) for "a boolt f~111 of fine colour prints, suitable 
for framing." 

But this is not to imply that the illustrations overwhelm the stories themselves. 
L ,  

Both narratives are confidently told in language that is concrete and direct, and 
both books aclueve a syl~tl~esis between stories a ~ d  pictures that maltes them meino- 
rable at many levels. 

Tlie Grunt Rnce retraces the myth of how the Chinese zodiac came to be. Told by 
an old woman to her granddaugliter, the story explains t l~e  order in wlucl~ t l~e 
twelve animals appear in the astrological cycle - and consequently w11y every 
year in turn is named for t l~e  rat, the ox, the tiger, the rabbit, t l~e  dragon, the snake, 
t l~e horse, the goat, the monkey, the rooster, the dog, and the pig. Like all good 
myths, Tlze Great Race is also an allegory. The rat comes first in the cosmic race 
because he c w ~ Q l y  outwits t l~e  ox, who is lus friend. The ox colnes second be- 
cause he has turned back, out of compassion, to search for t l~e  crafty rat. T11e tiger 
a ~ d  the rabbit, despite their speed, are disinclined to swim across t l~e  final stretch 
of water, and so come third and forth. T11e monkey falls in love with his own reflec- 
tion, and gets no further tl~an a woodland pool. And so on - down to the last- 
placed pig and dog, t l~e  former encumbered by lus stoutness, the latter by lus loy- 
alty. 

Perceptive readers will discover for tl~emselves the link between cl~aracter and 
destiny that is s~~b t ly  conveyed by the fable. David Boucl~ard refrains from moral- 
izing. Rather, he depicts a system in which there is a place for every personality, 
a ~ d  where balance and harmony are the lugl~est good. Just as t l~e  strengtl~s and 
wealmesses of t l~e a ~ n a l  protagolusts determine the order of tlie zodiac, so tl~e 
year of one's birth determines one's personal strengths and weaknesses and one's 
role in the cosmic drama. Perl~aps t l~e  most engaging part of Tlie Great Rnce is the 
astrological chart on t l~e last page wlucl~ enables readers to locate tl~emselves UI the 
great scl~eme of t l c~gs .  We are invited to meditate upon the balance between our 
own assets and liabilities and t l~e  contribution we miglit make to the larger pattern. 

It may seem a far cry from the Zen-like equilibri~un of Tlle Grent Rnce to t11e 
dangers and discomforts of a season on a deepwater f i s l ~ ~ g  boat in t11e Nost11 Pa- 
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of life. The conflict here is between a crusty and inflexible captain and a mysterious 
redheaded girl who appears out of nowhere UI mid-voyage and must be talten on 
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board. The  superstitious captain loves routine and distrusts females; the girl, for 
her part, embodies the intuition and adaptability that are truly r e q ~ k e d  to live in 
unity  w i t h  the ~u~predictable ocean. 

Remniniscent o f  Tlze Riiize of tlze Aizcieizt Mnriizer, the plot o f  Tlze Good Coiizpnizioiz 
turns 011 a willful act o f  rejection, the results o f  w h i c l ~  rebound painfully o n  the 
does, eventually to his spiritual benefit. Hoping to free himself f rom the bad luclc 
that a woman  o n  slupboard will s ~ u e l y  bring, the captain ~ u ~ c e r e m o ~ u o u s l y  d u m p s  
the y o ~ u ~ g  intruder at the nearest port. Tlus, o f  course, is w h e n  lus bad luck begins. 
The  echo o f  Coleridge is  ~~runistalteable when  the girl dreams the same dream as 
t he  captain and his crew: "The sl~ared dream carried the  f ishermen and t he  
redheaded girl together o n  a boat which became a bird that flew lug11 above a storm, 
then  floated easily o n  the great swells o f  the sea." Just as the act o f  spontaneously 
blessing - where once he  had show11 c o ~ ~ t e m p t  - releases the Ancient Mariner 
f rom  his spiritual exile, so the captain is reclaimed f rom a deadly storm b y  a mo-  
men t  o f  compassioi~ for the girl he  n o w  imagines he  sees tossed b y  the wild ocean. 
The  interruption she has created UI the captain's life shows the limitations o f  the 
routines he  had lived b y  as well as the importance o f  being open to change. Joan 
S1toga11 uses their e n c o ~ u ~ t e r  to vividly illustrate h o w  a strength can become a wea l -  
ness and a perceived wealmess a strength. 

Despite their complexity and depth, both these boolcs are intended - and are 
suitable - for eight- t o  ten-year-olds. The  ideas o f  order, necessity, a i d  change are 
conveyed in a fashion that allows the reader t o  consider a single part o f  the pattern 
or the greater whole that the parts comprise. Since tlus is, b y  and large, the w a y  w e  
~nalce sense o f  the world, bo th  Tlze Great Race and Tlze Good Coiizpaizioiz are likely t o  
suggest some o f  those intriguing co~u~ect ions  between reading and experience that 
t he  best children's literatwe can help u s  t o  discover. 

H i l a l y  l h n l e r  teaclzes Eizglislz nt the Uizi~ersity of British Colz~iizbia. 

C1nl.n'~ W n r .  I<athy I<acer. Holocaust Rememnbrance Boolc for Y O L U I ~  Readers. Sec- 
ond Story, 2001.196 pp. $6.95 paper. ISBN 1-896764-42-8. Daziglzter of L i g h t .  martha 
attema. IULIS. Steplieen McCall~un. Orca, 2001. 133 pp. $6.95 paper. ISBN 1-55143- 
179-3. 

III late 1944, inore than four years after the Nazis occupied the Netherlands and 
t w o  weelts after the Nazis cut the electricity, Ria, the nine-year-old protagonist o f  
martha attema's Dauglzter oflight, worries about her motlier's pregnancy. C o ~ ~ v i n c e d  
that without electricity her mother cannot give birth safely, Ria decides t o  c o ~ i f r o ~ ~ t  
the  mayor. She does tlus despite her father's warning that such "recldess action" 
will endanger t h e m  all; Ria's family is not  Jewish, bu t  her father is  in luding and the 
mayor is  believed t o  b e  a Nazi sympatluzer and possible collaborator. Yet Ria's 
"recldess action" proves far fro111 futile. Sneaking into the city hall, she overl~ears 
t he  Nazi  plan t o  raid a neighbour's home where they rightly suspect that Jews  are 
ludden.  By the t ime that the mayor complies w i t h  Ria's req~lest and restores the  
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