
Calls for Papers / Appels li contribution 

The Fun of Reading: International Forum on Canadian Children's 
Literature, June 26-29,2003 

The year 2003 marks the 50th anniversary of the National Library of Canada. To 
celebrate this lustoric occasion, the National Library will host Tlze Fliiz of Renditzg: 
bzterwtiotznl Forzittz oiz Cnizndiniz Childreiz's Liternture. Tl~e Forum - a m~dtidisciplinasy 
conference =and its companion activities, a variety of engaging p ~ ~ b l i c  events with 
and for y o u ~ g  people -will take place in Ottawa, wit11 affiliated activities across 
Canada, from Thursday tl-I-ough S~mday, J ~ m e  26-29,2003. 

The purpose of tlus initiative is to celebrate and promote Canadian clddren's Litera- 
ture ~ I I  all its rich c~dtural, linguistic and regional diversity and strengtl~en the pres- 
ence of this liteature within Canada and on the international stage. 

A nation's literature for clddren expresses the cou~try's values and realities - its 
languages and identities, history and geography, themes and unages. Fittingly, 
Canadian clddren's literature flourisl~es ~I I  both French and English and reflects the 
strong regional distinctiveness of the co~mtry. In recent years, it has been further 
enriched by the contributions of Aboriginal a ~ d  culturally diverse Canadian crea- 
tors. 

Yet children's literature is still a relatively y o u ~ g  field ~II  Canada and it faces many 
challenges. To strengthen mutual ~u~derstanding and create opportunities for co- 
operation among those committed to this literature, t l ~ e  Forum will gather to- 
gether - for the first time - all the partners whose efforts support our literature 
for young people: the writers, illustrators, and storytellers who create it; the trans- 
lators, publisl~ers, teachers, librarians, and boolcsellers who bring t l ~ e  books to 
clddren in Canada and abroad; yo~mg Canadian readers and their families; Cam- 
d im literature specialists from Canada and other co~u~tries; literacy groups, policy- 
makers, and the media. 

Confirmed keynote speakers: Do~ninique Demers, a w a r d - w u u ~ ~ g  writer; Tim 
Wyru~e-Jones, award-winning writer; Michel Noel, award-winning writer; C.J. 
Taylor, artist and member of the Steering Committee. 

The names of other keynote speakers and illustrators will be a l u ~ o ~ u ~ c e d  011 the 
conference webpage <l~ttp: / /www.~dc-bnc.ca/ 1 /7/n7-3100-e.l1hnl>. 

Reading Patterns and Habits: imaginary world of early childl~ood (panel discus- 
sion)", early clddl~ood reading programs, storytelling and stories from different 
regions, book c l ~ ~ b s  for children and teenagers, favourite boolts, reading in an 
electronic environment, oral traditions and the written word, reading life of a child, 
boolts and t l ~ e  developme~~t of the cluld's self-esteem, non-fiction books, gender 
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reading habits, magazines, co~utslup in clddren's literature (panel discussiol~)*, 
writing for cluldren and adults, cartoons (baizdes dessiize'es), science ~II  fiction and 
non-fiction books. 

0 The Role of Public Libraries and School Libraries: cluldren's needs in public 
libraries (panel discussion)*, literary and literacy programs in public libraries, state 
of school libraries across Canada (panel discussion)*, the scl~ool library at the heart 
of t l~e  school life, reading as a factor of social col~esion, family literacy program, 
Canadian stories UI the curriculum. 

0 Tales, Stories, and the Discovery of the Self: sacred tradition of the Aboriginal 
storytellers, natural world and the ~uban  or imaginary environment, stories and 
literary traditions from multicultural backgro~u~ds, translation and clddren's books, 
historical novels in the classroom, traditional tales and Canadian myths, ownership 
of stories, 11~1mour and irony, Canadian children's books and t l~e foreign market. 

* Illustration: writer/illustrator creative approach, visual literacy, natural world 
and the urban or imaginary environment, creation and retelling, regionalism in 
Canadian clddren's illustration, illustration as a language, illustration as a story ~II  

the story, multic~dlltural and Aboriginal representations, illustrators' styles and tech- 
niq~~es.  

* All panel discussions will be chaired by a session president leading panellists wit11 
kl~eir presentations and with a discussion. 

Submission procedure: Submissions should include the speaker's name, institu- 
tional affiliation, address, e-mail address, telephone and fax numbers, a short one- 
paragraph biographical note, the title of the paper or presentation, and an abstract 
of 400-500 words. Papers and presentations are welcome UI English and French. 
Sessions may be organized by clddren's writers or illustrators, teachers, librarians, 
p~lblishers, translators, academics, or ~uuversity students. Sessions will consist of 
papers of 20 minutes organized in a 90-minute session (including discussion time). 

Selection Criteria: Presentations will be selected by the Selection Committee. All 
selections are final. Registration fees will be waived for speakers. 

Audio-Visual: Along with your proposals please send any A/V requests you may 
have (we can provide on a limited basis a screen slide projector, data projector, 
overhead, and TV/VCR combo); any special A/V req~~irement beyond that sho~dd 
be provided by the presenter. 

Deadline: All entries must be received no later t11.311 October 15,2002. The selected 
presenters will be notified by December 15,2002. 

Preferred s~bmission metl~od is via e-mail at the address below. Regular post mail 
is, of course, also accepted. Please send attachments UI Word (.doc), Text (.txt), or 
Rich Text Format (.rtf) only, for compatibility reasons. Otl~erwise, please send pro- 
posal in the body of y o ~ u  e-mail to avoid problems. Entries sho~dd be s~~bmitted to 
Selection Committee, International Forum on Canadian Cl~ildren's Literature, 
National Library of Canada, 395 Wellington St., Room 196, Ottawa, Ontario IC1A 
ON4. E-mail: forum@nlc-bnc.ca 
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erahue, please check out our website <http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/for~un>. 



Lire me sourit : Forum international sur la litterature canadienne pour la 
jeunesse, Centre des congres drOttawa, 26 au 29 juin 2003 

L'annPe 2003 marque le 50e anniversaire de la Bibliotl~Pque nationale du Canada. 
Pour c616brer cet 6v6nement historique, la Bibliotl~Pque parrainera Lire liie sourit : 
F01.1111~ ilzterizntiolznl silr In Iitte'lnture cnizndieiiize ~70111. In jez~izesse. Le Forum - LuIe 
conf6rence et des activites parallsles, soit m e  vaste galrune d1activit6s p~~bliques 
captivantes organisees pour et par les je~u~es - aura lieu B Ottawa, du jeudi 26 au 
dimancl~e 29 j~lin 2003. Une vari6t6 d'activites stim~~lantes se tiendront pardelement 
et sunultan6ment d a ~ s  diff6relxtes villes canadiennes. 

a lenne Cette initiative a pour objet de celebrer et de promouvoir la litterature C ~ I I  d' 
pour la jeunesse dans toute sa riche diversit6 culturelle, linguistique et regionale et 
de renforcer la presence de cette littQature au Canada et sur la scene internationale. 

La littQature pour la je~messe ~'LIII pays exprime les valeurs et fondements du pays 
- ses langues et son identite, son lustoire et sa geographic, ses thitlnes et ses 
unages. Il convient donc que la litt6rature canadienne po~u. la je~messe s'6panouisse 
en frangais et en zinglais et reflete les traits caractkristiques des differentes regions 
du pays. ALI cows des derniPres aimees, la litthature de jeunesse s'est eluiclue des 
contributions d'auteurs ca~adiens autochtones et de diverses cultures. 

MalgrP tout, la litterature pour la jeunesse reste un domaine relativement nouveau 
au Cu~ada  et elle fait face B de nombreux d6fis. Afin de favoriser la compr611ension 
mutuelle et creer des possibilites de partenariat entre les persolmes engagees dans 
cette LittQature, le Forum r6~1nira, pour la premiere fois, tous les intervenants dont 
le travail etaye la litterature pour la je~u~esse : les ecrivains, illustrateurs et conteurs 
qui creent cette litterature; les traducteurs, editeurs, enseignants, biblioth6caires et 
libraires q~ font connaitre les livres aux enfants du Canada et de l'6tranger; les 
jeunes lecteurs canadiens et leurs families; des specialistes de la litterature canadienne, 
du Canada et d'autres pays; des groupes d'alpl~abetisation, des decideurs et les 
m6dias. 

Principaux conferenciers : Dominique Demers, auteure primbe; Tim Wynne-Jones, 
auteur prime; Micllel Noel, autem prime; C.J. Taylor, auteure, illustratrice et membre 
du cornit6 directeur. Les noms des autres conf6rellciers et iU~~strateurs invites seront 
annonc6s SLW la page Web de la cod6rence <http:/ /www.ldc-bnc.ca/1/7/n7-3100- 
f .hbnl>. 

Tendances et habitudes de lecture : mol~de imaginaire de la petite enfance (debat)*, 
programmes de lecture pour la petite enfance, contes et lustoires de differentes 
regions, clubs de livres pour enfants et adolescents, livres prefer&, la lecture d a ~ s  
un  el~vironnement Plectronique, traditions orales et la parole &rite, la lecture dans 
la vie d'un enfant, les livres et le d6veloppement de l'eskne de soi chez l'enfant, les 
livres documentaires, les habitudes de lecture des gargons et des filles, les revues, la 
censure dans la litt6raku.e pour la jeunesse (debat)*, ecrire pour les enfants et les 
adultes, la bande dessinee, la science dans les livres de fiction et dans les livres 
documentaires. 

Le r81e des bibliotheques publiques et des bibliotheques scolaires : les besoins 
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des enfants dans les bibliotl16ques publiques (debat dlexperts)*, les programmes 
littkraires et les programmes d'alphabetisation d u ~ s  les bibliothSq~~es publiques, la 
situation des biblioth6ques publiques au Canada (debat dlexperts)*, la bibliothgque 
scolaire au coeur de la vie scolaire, la lecture en t a ~ t  que facteur de col16siol1 sociale, 
programme d'alphab6tisation pour la farnille, lustoires canadiennes dais les pro- 
grammes d'etude. 

a Contes, histoires et dCcouverte de soi : tradition sacsee des conteurs autocl~tones, 
le m o d e  nature1 et l'environnemel~t urbain or irnaginaire, lustoires et traditions 
litteraires des groupes multicultL~rels, traduction de livres pour enfants, romans 
lustoriques dans la salle de classe, contes traditioru~els et mytl~es caiadiens, propriete 
intellectuelle des lustoires, h~unour et ironie, livres canadiens pour la jeunesse et le 
march6 Ptranger. 

0 Illustration : approche artistique et l'auteur/illustrateur, capacite de lire les kn- 
ages, le monde nature1 et l'envirolmemelit urbain OLI imaginaire, creation et 
reinterpretation, le regionalisme dans les illustrations de livres canadiens pour la 
je~messe, l'ill~~stration en t a ~ t  que langage, l'illustration en tant qu'lustoire B l'interie~u 
de l'histoire, representations des cultures etluuques et autochtones, les styles et 
techniques des illustrateurs. 

" Tous les debats seront mimes par un president ou une presidente de seance qui 
dirigera la presentation des comm~mications et la discussion. 

Facon de proceder : Les delnandes doivent comprendre le nom du conferencier ou 
de la conferenci6re, son affiliation professionnelle, ses adresses Plectronique et 
postale, ses nuneros de telephone et de t616copieur, une note biographiq~~e d'un 
paragraphe, le titre de la communication ou de l'expose et UI rPsum6 de 400-500 
mots. Nous acceptons les comm~uucations et exposes en fra~qais et en a~glais. Les 
seances peuvent 6tre organis6es par des auteurs OLI illustrateurs de livres pour la 
je~messe, des enseignants, des bibliotl~ecaires, des editeurs, des traducteurs, des 
uuversitaires et des etudiants universitaires. Les seances seront compos6es de 
communications d ' ~ u ~ e  duree de 20 minutes, dans le cadre d'une seance de 90 
minutes (y compris le temps consacre B la discussion). 

Criteres de sClection : Les exposes seront cl~oisis par le Cornit6 de selection. Toutes 
les decisions sont finales. Les cold6rel1ciers invites n'auront pas B payer les frais 
cl'inscription. 

Bquipement audiovisuel : Dans votre proposition, veuiuez u ~ d i q ~ ~ e r  vos besoins en 
matiere d'equipement audiovisuel. Nous pouvons four~lir, en quantite lirnitee, UI 

projecteur de diapositives sur &ran, UI projecteur image-ecran, un retro-projecteur 
et un televiseur/lecteur de cassettes VCR. Tout autre Pquipement audiovisuel special 
devra 6tre foumi par le col~ferencier ou la conf6renciSre. 

Date limite : Toutes les de~nandes doivent 6tre recues au plus tard le 15 octobre 
2002. Les conferenciers et conferenci6res retenus seront avises avant le 15 decembre 
2002. 

Nous preferons recevoir les delnandes par courrier Plectroluque B l'adresse ci- 
dessous, mais le envois postaux seront, bien s k ,  accept&. Pour des raisons de 
compatibiiite informatique, nous vous prions d'utiliser un des logiciels suiva~ts 
seulement : Word (.doc), Text (.kt) ou Rich Text Format (.rtf). Autrement, pour 
assurer la reception de votre demande, veuillez l'u~corporer dans le corps de votre 



message electronique. Veuillez addresser votre demande au Comite de selection, 
Forum intemaional sur la litterature canadienne pour la jeunesse, Bibliotlleque 
nationale du Canada, 395, rue Wellington, piece 196, Ottawa (Ontario) KIA ON4. 
Courriel : forurn@dc-bnc.ca. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements sur le Forum international sur la litterature 
canadieme pour la jeunesse, veuillez consulter notre site Web <http://www.dc- 
bnc.ca/forum>. 

Influence of Children's Literature 

Submissio~~s are invited for a collection of essays on the influence of children's 
literature on writers for adults. Writers for adults are generally acknowledged to be 
deeply influenced by their childhood reading, both in theme and teclmique; I invite 
proposals or completed articles that investigate the way in which childhood read- 
ing is internalized and then constantly transformed. (For example, Hemingway 
acknowledged a debt to Trenstire Island; how has his love for this book affected his 
work stylistically or thematically?) Both scholarly treatments of suc11 influences and 
essays from creative writers themselves will be included. Send abstracts (with work- 
ing titles) or completed papers by 30 October 2002 to Betty Greenway, Department 
of English, Youngstown State University, One University Plaza, Youngstown OH 
44555. E-mail queries cbettygreenway@aol.com> are welcome. 

Children and the Frontier 

This year's Film and History Conference on the west in film and TV will be in 
Kansas City, November 7-10, 2002. Proposals are currently being accepted for 
papers dealing with issues involving Children and the Frontier. Topics may include 
but are not limited to education on the frontier, child farm labor on the frontier, 
Laura h~galls Wilder and Little House otz the Prairie, family travel in the west (the 
Oregon Trail, etc.), and orphans on the frontier. Proposals deadline is August 15, 
2002. For more information, or to submit proposals, contact Lynnea Chapman 
IGng <lynneaking@hotmail.com>, 6505 S. Lunar Court, Fort Collins, CO 80525. 

Disability Culture in Children's Literature 

Proposals are invited for papers on the theme of Disability Culture in Clddren's 
Literature, for Disability Sttidies Quarterly, an online peer-reviewed journal pub- 
lished by the Center on Disability Studies, University of Hawaii <http:/j  
www.cds.hawaii.edu/dsq>. The purpose of the Quarterly is to provide an opportu- 
nity for people from diverse backgrounds to share ideas across disciplinary bor- 
ders. 

The rapidly growing study of modern children's literature has recognized the sig- 
nificance of bias concerning issues such as race and gender in contributing to chil- 
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drel-t's u-tderstanding of themselves as individuals and of society at large. In con- 
trast, tl-tere is less debate concerning portrayals of disability in relation to current 
definitions and experiences of disability or illness wit11 regard to the development 
of constructive personal and social attih~des in cluldren. 

We seelc papers that explore 11ow modern children's fiction portrays disability and 
illness, what perceptions may be drawn from it by children or their adult associates 
and possible strategies for literary criticism whicl~ may be used to extend under- 
standing. Collaborations between scl-tolars of disability and children's literature 
studies, or other interested parties who can offer new perspectives, are particularly 
encouraged. 

Papers on the theme of Disability Culture in Cluldren's Literahue might include: 

0 Analyses of disabled characters, disability images or disabling situations in any 
genre, or by u~dividual writers, for m y  age group of reader. 

The factors governing appropriate presentations of emotions such as humour or 
anger in relation to perceptions of all disabling conditions but particularly learning 
difficulties or mental health issues. 

0 The factors governing the presentation of disability or illness in addition to race 
or national boundaries, or in addition to other cultural influences such as gender or 
age. 

0 The challenges and opporhuuties for illustrators and translators in relation to the 
portrayal of disability issues. 

The development of resources for scholars of cluldren's literature, writers of 
fiction or curriculum resources, teachers, literary critics, illustrators or translators 
to better inform tl-teir work involving portrayals of disability. 

Proposals of approximately 500 words should be submitted by the end of Septem- 
ber 2002 and accompanied by a short biographical statement of the contributor, 
including professional credentials and affiliations where relevant, and the contribu- 
tor's postal address. Proposals should be sent w i t h  tl-te body of e-mail (attach- 
ments will be deleted ~mopenecl) to Kathy Sa~mders (k.sa~u-tders@ul<online.co.uk). 
Subsequent correspondence will be by e-mail only. 

It is anticipated that suitable proposers will be notified by December 2002, witl~ 
completed submissions in the region of 5,000 words required by August 2003, for 
p~iblication in January 2004. Tl-te Joint Symposium Editors for tlus issue of Disability 
Studies Qzinrterly are I<atl~y Sa~mders, Ann Dowker, and Jane Stemp. 

Cnilndiniz Childreiz's Literntzire I Littkrntzire cnilndiei~ize po~ir  In jeiiizesse 


