
ished: "leaving just a feeble glow in the southern sky" (1) and where the wind 
is constantly blowing around the frozen ship "hying to put its long, cold ten- 
tacles inside" (4). We are provided with graphic descriptions of the sailors' day- 
to-day lives - their entertainment, their constant battle against lice and rats, 
and their cramped living quarters below deck where smelly fat lamps cover 
the walls with black grease and fill the air with a burnt-lard smell (17). Our 
sympathy is aroused for Peter, who as ship's boy, must scrub the crew's living 
quarters, serve the officers, wash clothes, make beds, help the cook, tidy the 
decks and still find time to spare for hunting, studying navigation and map- 
ping and writing a journal! Small details such as these make history come alive 
as textbook accounts could never do. 

While Godfrey does give some information about Inuit beliefs and lifestyle, 
he could have provided more details about the native culture. After all, one 
important factor in the success or failure of the various Arctic expeditions was 
the extent to which the explorers were willing to take on the ways of the Inuit 
among whom they travelled. The British in particular often refused to adopt 
native survival techniques, thus bringing unnecessary hardships upon them- 
selves - this may have been the key factor in the Franklin disaster. Character 
development of the Europeans is also much more realistic than of the Inuit. 
While the conversation between the British crewman sounds true to life, the 
speech of Anton the Greenlandic Inuk does not always ring true. As far as I 
know, for example, Inuit do not habitually end their sentences with the nega- 
tive. 

Martyn Godfrey's novel offers enough mystery and suspense to keep the 
reader interested. However the end of the book is not really the end of the 
story, because I'm sure Mystery of the frozen lands will leave many young read- 
ers with the desire to learn more about Sir John Franklin and those who 
searched for him. This book would make an excellent introduction to the study 
of Arctic exploration and the search for a Northwest Passage, which consumed 
the resources of so many nineteenth-century adventurers. 
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